
Several nouns, functioning as heads of noun phrases, have been underlined. Indicate the 
premodifiers of each noun phrase and make a tree-diagram. 

 

After a few days, he began to say good morning, and looking up they found his face, a long head 

with a shining dark dome surrounded with curly hair given a strong liveliness by the sharp coarse 

strokes of grey, the beautiful curved nose handed out so impartially to Indians, dark eyes slightly 

bloodshot from the sun, a wide muscular mouth smiling on strong uneven teeth that projected 

slightly like the good useful teeth of an animal. But it was by his legs they would have known 

him, the dark dull-skinned feet with the few black hair on the big toe, the long hard shaft of the 

shin tightly covered with smooth shiny skin, the pull of the tendons at his ankle like the taut 

ropes that control the sail of a ship.  

They idly watched him go, envious of his fisherman’s life not because they could ever really 

have lived it themselves, but because it had about it the frame of their holiday freedom. 

 


