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ELS – Writing 
 
Handout week 12 
 
THE BODY PARAGRAPHS 
 
Example: Link one paragraph to the topic of the second paragraph. This 
transition may be a single word, a phrase, or an independent clause that repeats 
or summarizes the main idea in the preceding paragraph. Study the following 
model, and notice how the paragraphs are linked. 
 

 
 
Exercise 1: Connect the ideas in the following paragraphs by adding a transition 
word, phrase, or clause to the topic sentences of the third, fourth and fifth 
paragraphs. Try to vary the transitional linking expressions you use. You may 
rewrite the topic sentences if necessary. The first has been done for you as an 
example.   
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Exercise 2: Add transition words, phrases or clauses to the topic sentences of the 
paragraphs in this essay. Rewrite the topic sentences if necessary. 
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THE CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH 
 
Exercise 3 
Step 1. Read the following essay and the two possible concluding paragraphs 
Step 2. Then answer the questions 
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1. Which concluding paragraph is a summary of the subtopics?  
2. Which one paraphrases the thesis statement (as well?) 
3. Which one do you think is better? 

 
Exercise 4: Writing concluding paragraphs. 
 
Step 1. Read the following ‘skeleton’ essays. Only the introductory paragraph and 
topic sentences for the body paragraphs are given. 
Step 2. Write a concluding paragraph for each essay.  
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